DEPARTMENT OF SOUTH CAROLINA
VETERANS OF FOREIGN WARSOF THE UNITED STATES

BY-LAWS

ARTICLE |
NAME AND JURISDICTION

SECTION 1. Name: This subdivision of the Veterans of Forefgars of the United States,
Incorporated, shall be known as “The Departmeraith Carolina, Veterans of Foreign Wars
of the Unites States, Incorporated” hereafter retéto as the “Department”. The jurisdiction of
the Department shall conform to the territorialitsrof the State of South Carolina.

ARTICLE 11
AUTHORITY

SECTION 1. The supreme power of the Department shall be vastda National Convention
of the Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United Statnd at all times be governed by the
Congressional Charter and By-Laws adopted by saitioNal Convention, mandates of the
National Council of Administration, and lawful ordeof the Commander-in-Chief.

SECTION 2. Subject to the provisions of the Congressional @haand By-Laws, the
government of the Department shall be vested irepallment Convention, Department Council
of Administration, and orders of the State Commande

ARTICLE 111
DEPARTMENT HEADQUARTERS

SECTION 1. The Department Headquarters shall be located igrister metropolitan area of
Columbia, South Carolina.

SECTION 2. Normal Business hours of the Department Headquarterswill be 9:00 AM to
5:00 PM Monday through Friday except designated holidays. Except for unusual
circumstances, someone will be in State Headquarters during all regular business hoursto
answer the phone.

SECTION 3. Designated holidays shall be in conjunction with the published Federal
Holidays.

SECTION 4. All General Orders emanating from Department tgeadters shall be in writing,
or in printed form, signed by the State Commanade¥a attested to by the State Adjutant.

SECTION 5. All records, reports, documents, and equipmeluriggng to the Department of
South Carolina VFW will be maintained and/or stoa¢the Department Headquarters, 210
Glassmaster Rd, Lexington, SC, 29072. These iteitheemain accessible to the membership
during regular business hours or special writteuest.

ARTICLE IV
DEPARTMENT CONVENTION

SECTION 1. The Department Convention shall consist of:
a) The Commander-in-Chief and Past Commanders-in-Chled are members in good
standing in a Post within the Department.



b) The National Council Member, the State CommandéRast State Commanders who
are members in good standing in a Post within tepdtment; all elective officers of the
Department, Chief of Staff, Inspector, and Adjutant

c) All District Commanders throughout the Department; absence of the District
Commander, the District Senior Vice Commander, rothe comrades’ absence, the
District Junior Vice Commander, may be registerad &unction as a member of the
convention.

d) All Post Commanders throughout the Department wigongembers in good standing in
their respective post and whose posts are likeimigeod standing. In the absence of the
Post Commander, the Post Senior Vice Commanden tre comrades’ absence, the
Post Junior Vice Commander, may be registered amdtibn as a member of the
convention.

e) Delegates to be elected by the posts at a requéating, as prescribed by the National
By-Laws.

ARTICLE V
MEETINGS

SECTION 1. (a) There shall be an annual meeting of the Departi@onvention during one of
the four weekends in June. The place and datd#seafonventiono be fixed by the Department
Convention three (3) years in advance. The anmegting of the Department Convention will
be held in the greater Columbia area or its imntediarroundings, wherever possible, subject to
hotel availability, adequate facilities, and cost.

(b)  There shall also be a Mid-Winter Conference ataeland date to be fixed, by
appropriate conference, three (3) years in advance.

(c) The Mid-Winter Conference date shall be set soithdes not conflict with any
Southern Conference or National Conference/Conerenti

(d) Actual dates and locations of the Department Cotmenand Mid-Winter
Conference to be confirmed by the Council of Adstiration.

SECTION 2. The Council of Administration shall have the powichange the place and date
of the meeting in case unforeseen circumstancetereghe place selected unavailable or not in
the best interest of the Department.

SECTION 3. Arrangements for the annual Department ConventimhMid-Winter Conference

will be handled by and through the Department Heaadgrs by a Convention/Conference
Committee consisting of three members. One thr@e/éd8r member will be appointed by the
incoming State Commander each year. The previme® t(3) year member shall become the
two (2) year Committee Member, the previous twoy@ar Committee Member shall become
the one (1) year member. The following year, the ¢1) year member will retire from the
Committee. It shall be the function of this contegtto make all necessary arrangements for the
hotel accommodations and all Convention/Conferdanetions, with the approval of the State
Commander. Convention/Conference Committee Membesy not serve more than three
consecutive years.



SECTION 4. The cost of registration for the Mid-Winter Cerdnce and Department
Convention will be established by the Council of n#Aidistration after the
Convention/Conference Committee completes the aotutal agreement with the hotel that will
host the event.

ARTICLE VI
VOTING: DEPARTMENT CONVENTION

SECTION 1. Each member of the Department Convention, excdpgdtes elected by posts,
present and registered at the Department Conversiail be entitled to one vote. An individual
possessing more than one qualification for memigeiatthe Department Convention shall have
no more than one vote.

SECTION 2. The voting strength of each post in the Departrsbatl be one (1) vote for every
thirty (30) members in good standing, or a fractivereof, recorded in Department
Headquarters.

SECTION 3. Each post shall pay a delegate fee not to exceed2)wdollars for each delegate

of the Department Convention. Delegate fees meigtaid to entitle delegates to vote at the
Department Convention. The delegate registragenshall be forwarded by each and every Post
regardless of the number of delegates presenearthual Department Convention, and must be
in the hands of the State Quartermaster not lager tifteen (15) days before the convening of
the Department Convention each year. Posts fatirfigrward the full delegate registration fee
shall be considered delinquent and in arrears.

SECTION 4. The delegate or delegates of a post present &i¢hartment Convention shall be
entitled to vote the full delegate strength to vihtice post is entitled. Such votes to be cast as a
unit or as a split vote.

SECTION 5. (a) Department elections shall be decided by a miyajote of the Convention
members present and voting. Until a majority hesnbattained, the question has not been
legally decided. When more that two candidatesaeking the same office and no candidate
receives a majority on the first ballot, the nameeiving the lowest number of votes shall be
eliminated from further ballots. This process khalrepeated until a majority vote is attained
by a candidate. A majority vote means more thdhdfigdhe votes cast at a legal meeting with
quorum.

(b) In the event a tie vote results in the final badiotl State Commander has not yet
voted, the State Commander may cast the deciditegbud is not required to vote.
If the State Commander has already cast a voteearomrade has not voted but
chooses to not break the tie, the candidates orrtbminator or designated
representative shall determine the result and feakie by lot or coin. The State
Junior Vice Commander and State Judge Advocatéwstiaéss and certify the
results of the tiebreaker.

(c) Absentee ballots and proxy ballots are not autledremd will not be recognized.

SECTION 6. (a) Voting on all elective officers shall be byl all vote, provided that should
only one candidate be nominated for an electivieafthe presiding officer shall be empowered
to instruct a member of the Convention to cast(@yenanimous ballot for the nominee who
shall then be declared elected.



(b) A candidate for Junior Vice Commander-in-Chief frdm Southern Conference,
or any other Southern Conference candidate folotimgr National office, shall be
selected by roll call vote at the Department Cotie@nmmediately prior to the
Southern Conference meeting which will elect thedidate(s) (designate). The
State Commander, or in his absence the State Séiw®Commander, or in his
absence the State Junior Vice Commander shall beated to cast the
Department vote on the first ballot at the Soutl@onference for the candidate(s)
selected at the Department Convention. Shouldcdnadidate(s) be dropped after
the first ballot, the State Commander, or in hisesize the State Senior Vice
Commander, or in his absence the State Junior ®@emander shall vote the poll
choice(s) of the Department delegates presenth %ate to be cast as a unit of
split vote.

SECTION 7. The minutes of the Department Convention shakdys at the Department
Headquarters.

SECTION 8. Any post in arrearages for any financial obligias of failing to have the office

of Quartermaster properly bonded or failing to sitlgaarterly Trustees Report of Audits shall
be deprived of all representation in the Departn@arivention. Obligations must be cleared by
the State Quartermaster or his designated repegsenby close of the business meeting on the
second day of the Convention (Saturday).

ARTICLE VII
OFFICERS

SECTION 1. Any member in good standing in a post within the&ement shall be eligible to
hold any office in the Department, provided no memghall hold two (2) elective Department
offices at the same time.

SECTION 2. The officers of the Department, their nominatioglections, or appointment, and
the term of office shall be in accordance with pnevisions for Departments in the National By-
Laws.

SECTION 3. The filing and vacating of all Department officdsh be in accordance with the
provisions for Departments in the National By-Laws.

SECTION 4. The transfer of membership of a district offitrm the district of the comrade’s
election or appointment shall automatically vacatel office and the same shall be filled in
accordance with the provisions of the National Byafs.

ARTICLE VIII
DUTIES OF OFFICERS

SECTION 1. The duties of all Department officers shall thosespribed by National By-Laws,
by the lawful orders of the National Council of Athistration, or by the Commander-in-Chief,
and such additional duties as the By-Laws of thpabenent or lawful orders of the Council of
Administration or the State Commander may direct.

SECTION 2. The State Commander and the State Quartermaster will be appointed under a
General Order (to be numbered) for their ensuing year to act as agents for the Department of
South Carolinain all real property transactions. A copy of General Order No. 1 (Assumption
of Command) and General Order No. 2 (State Officers) will be attached to General Order (to
be numbered) when issued to transact a specific business process.



ARTICLE IX
COUNCIL OF ADMINISTRATION

SECTION 1. The District Commanders of the Department oftBdlarolina, as provided for
in National By-Laws, shall be members of the Daparit Council of Administration
representing each District in the Department. He absence of a District Commander, the
Senior Vice Commander and in the absence of thei@iSenior Vice Commander, the District
Junior Vice Commander may function as a memben@fGouncil of Administration.

SECTION 2. The Council of Administration districts shall be mbered the same and in
accordance with the designated Districts of thedd@pent, as shown on a current map, and may
be altered in accordance with National By-Laws fittmme to time as the need arises.

SECTION 3. The Department Districts otherwise shall be fedmchartered, and operated in
accordance with Article IV of the National By-Laws.

SECTION 4. The Department Council of Administration shalhsist of elected Department
officers, Adjutant, Chief of Staff, Inspector, Imdiate Past State Commander, and all District
Commanders.

SECTION 5. The Department Council of Administration shallehat least once per quarter, at
such time and place as the State Commander or ofidaministration shall designate.

ARTICLE X
PER CAPITA TAX

SECTION 1. Department Per Capita Tax for all new, reinstated] continuous members is
$6.00 per year

ARTICLE Xl
COMMITTEES

SECTION 1. The State Commander shall appoint a Budget and Finance Committee
consisting of five (5) membersimmediately following the Department Convention. This
Committee will replace the Ways and Means Committee. The Budget and Finance Committee
shall audit the accounts and records of the State Quartermaster and report their findings to
the Council of Administration for appropriate action. This committee will be responsible not
merely for detailed audits of the accounts, but also for insuring expenditures for budgeted
items do not exceed the budgeted allotment for the items, and to make recommendations at any
time to the Council regarding the financial affairs of the Department. Additionally, this
committee will oversee and facilitate all real property transactionsresulting in a
recommendation for its disposition and liabilities to the Department.

SECTION 2. The Budget and Finance Committee will prepare its recommendations for the
Annual Budget and deliver them to the Council of Administration immediately at the close of
the Department Convention, if not sooner, for their review and approval at the first Council of
Administration meeting.

SECTION 3. The State Commander may appoint such commitsebe anay deem necessary to
carry on and expedite the work of the Departmentaddition to such committees as may be
authorized by the Department Convention.

SECTION 4.



a. The State Commander shall form a Fraternal Review Committee of not less
than nine (9) members, one from each District, immediately following the
Department Convention. This committee shall be available to the State
Commander to review problem areas presented in writing by any Comrade
or Post or District Commander and will make recommendations for
resolution to the State Commander.

b. Not withstanding a. above, the State Commander may at his option
appoint additional Fraternal Review committees to conduct review of
fraternal activities of Posts and other entities and is not limited to the
committee referred to in a. above.

¢. The Budget and Finance Committee shall establish a budget line item for
the support of the Fraternal Review Committee. The budgeted amount
should be for mileage and lodging, if necessary. Any disbursements will
be reimbursed to the Department by the Post involved, if solvent.

ARTICLE XII
MISCELLANEOUS

SECTION 1. Each post in the Department will hold at least @r)eneeting each month.

SECTION 2. The Department records shall be audited annuallyabgertified Public
Accountant covering the fiscal year beginning Julgnd ending June 30. This audit will be
made available to the Council of Administration nmmmpletion.

SECTION 3. A Department directory shall be printed as soomprastical after installation of
Posts, Districts and Department officers, the egpeaat which is to be borne by the Department.

SECTION 4. The State Commander, after entering upon the dofig¢lse office, shall present
the retiring State Commander, a Past State Commangi@, the expense of which is to be
borne by the Department.

SECTION 5. The Rules of Order and Order of Business, as @dlin the National By-Laws,
together with the method of Parliamentary Procedsr®utlined for the governing of National
Convention sessions, shall be adhered to as fguossible in the conduct of a Department
Convention.

SECTION 6. Each Post operating a Canteen is required to operate in accordance with the
Veterans of Foreign Wars State of South Carolina Canteens Rules adopted December 12,
2009. The Post rules and regulations must be in accordance with Federal, State, and Local
laws, rules, and regulations.

SECTION 7. Two or more Posts in the Department of South IBaonay consolidate as
provided for in Section 209 of the National By-Laarsd Manual of Procedure.

SECTION 8. A Post in the Department may form a Men’s Auxiliamaccordance with Article
XIII of the National By-Laws and Manual of Procedur

SECTION 9. A Department Honor Guard may be formed, governedrayunder the control of
the Department Convention, Department Council afidstration and the State Commander.
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SECTION 10. (a) Candidates for Southern Conference Chairviae, Chairman and
Secretary-Treasurer shall be considered by the iepat delegates present at the Southern
Conference meeting at which the candidates wittlbeted. The State Commander, or in his
absence, the State Senior Vice Commander, or iabdsisnce the State Junior Vice Commander
shall vote the poll choice(s) of the Departmenedates. Such votes to be cast as a unit or split
vote,

(b) Department delegates shall be considered as thegaritnent members present at
the Southern Conference meeting.

ARTICLE XII1
RESOLUTIONS

Section 1. (a) Resolutions may be originated and approved\mtaat a Post meeting, signed by
the Post Commander and the Post Adjutant, then ittiglointo District for District approval.
Upon approval by District vote, it must be signeg the District Commander and District
Adjutant, and then forwarded to the Departmenteast thirty (30) days prior to the Annual
Department Convention. However, if the resolutisran amendment to the Department By-
Laws, it must be forwarded to the Department astléarty-five (45) days prior to the annual
Department Convention

() Resolutions may be originated and approved by &bte District meeting, signed
by the District Commander and the District Adjutatiten submitted to the
Department at least thirty (30) days prior to thepBrtment Convention for
approval by the Department Convention. Howeverthié resolution is an
amendment of the Department By-Laws, it must bevdoded to the Department at
least forty-five (45) days prior to the annual Depent Convention.

(c) Resolutions may be originated by Department officer by the Department
Convention itself and acted upon by the Departr@amtvention.

(d) Resolution or By-Law changes not in proper formgclear as to meaning, or
concerning matters clearly not within the scope paodcpose of the Veterans of
Foreign Wars cannot be considered by the Depart@envention.

(e) All resolutions offered for consideration at thepagment Convention must be
typewritten and in triplicate.

SECTION 2. No resolutions, other than those of condolence appreciation, shall be
considered by the Convention, unless the provismin$§ection 1 of this Article have been
complied with and accepted by a two-thirds (2/3pwaf the Convention.

SECTION 3. All resolutions passed at a Department Convential $iave a continuing force
and effect unless rescinded, repealed, or amengadbcceeding Department Convention.

ARTICLE XIV
AMENDMENTS

These By-Laws may be amended by the Departmenteéion by a two-thirds (2/3) vote of the
voting strength present, provided no amendments Ishaonsidered unless a copy of the same
shall have been forwarded to all Posts, Distriatg] Department officers at least thirty (30) days
prior to the convening of the Department Convention



These By-Laws were adopted at th& Zhinual Department Convention, June 26, 2010 by a
majority vote of the members present.

BY ORDER OF THE COMMANDER;

Respectfully submitted,

Teo Rivas
State Adjutant

These By-Laws with amendments were approved byéhegates at the Department
Convention, June 1, 2002.

Amended by delegates at the Department Conventina 4, 2003

Amended by delegates at the Department Conventina 6, 2004

Amended by delegates at the Department Conventioa 4, 2005.

Amended by delegates at the Department Conventina 3, 2006

Amended by delegates at the Department Conventina 4, 2008

Amended by delegates at the Department Conventioa 47, 2009

Amended by delegates at the Department Conventioa 46, 2010



